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some types of equipment that can be used to meet the needs of students with visual 
impairments in the general education classroom.

Individuals who are visually impaired should acquire compensatory skills and expe-
riential learning by accessing the expanded core curriculum (American Foundation for 
the Blind, 2016c). The expanded core curriculum is the body of knowledge and skills 
that are needed by pupils with visual impairments because of their unique disability-
specific needs. Students who are visually impaired need the expanded core curriculum 
in addition to the core academic curriculum found in general education. The expanded 
core curriculum should be used as a framework for assessing pupils, planning individual 
goals, and providing instruction (American Foundation for the Blind, 2016c). Typical 
content of the expanded core curriculum includes, among other areas, the following:

•• Assistive technology
•• Career education
•• Compensatory skills
•• Independent living skills
•• Orientation and mobility
•• Recreation and leisure skills
•• Social skills
•• Self-determination

The expanded core curriculum essentially creates a parallel curriculum of disability-
specific skills supplementary to the general education curriculum. The academic curriculum 
must be modified to meet the individual needs of each student so that progress is based 
on skill level and successful completion of expectations in each subject area. Specialized 
areas of the regular curriculum, such as art, music, and home economics, are also consid-
ered appropriate for pupils with visual impairments. Modifications and accommodations 
of lessons can often be achieved through the use of visual, auditory, or tactual experiences.

Adaptations of materials and the environment may be necessary to enable students 
who are visually impaired to participate in the educational program and derive maxi-
mum benefit from the experience (see Table 13.6). Adaptations may vary according to 
individual needs, which should be assessed before making special provisions available 
to the student.

  TABLE 13.5  Examples of Expanded Common Core Curriculum-Specific Equipment

Setting Assistive Technology

Academics Magnifiers, glasses, closed-circuit television (CCTV), Braille, bookstands, video, scanners, optical character 
recognition system

Word processing programs, slate and stylus, electronic spell-checkers, bold line writing paper, embossed writing 
paper, signature writing guides

Abacus, scientific calculator, talking clock, Braille/print protractors and rulers, embossed and bold line grid 
pattern sheets, spreadsheet software

Tactile globes, relief maps, Braille and large-print maps, tactile anatomy atlas, speech output devices such as 
thermometers and environmental controls

Leisure Time 
and Recreational 
Activities

Adapted games, large-print books, radio reading services, beeper balls, buzzers, wheelchair adapted for 
basketball and tennis play, lifts for swimming pools, adapted snow- and water-skiing equipment, descriptive 
video

Daily Living and 
Self-Help

Walkers, feeding adaptations, Braille labels, voice-activated switches, button switches, large-print telephone 
buttons, automatic thermostats, Braille calendars, electronic address books and calendars, magnifiers for hand 
sewing and sewing machines, electronic mobility devices, lifts for automobiles and chairs




